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Code Studio prepared a unified development code for the City of Memphis and

surrounding Shelby County. The unified development code will be the first for

the area, and will incorporate the zoning and subdivision ordinances into one

consolidated document. The Memphis and Shelby County planning region

spans the full range of development intensity—from dense urban core to rural

farmland. Subsequently, the new code will accommodate a broad development

typology while remaining easy-to-use by administrators, developers and the

general public.
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The new code is not just a rehash of the existing regulations.

It represents a substantial shift in the approach to regulation

-- supported by a committee of developers, engineers, architects

and planners -- and draws on such recent efforts as Sustainable

Shelby to provide a long-term foundation for new development

patterns. The code not only enables smart infill, it improves the
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HEIGHT

SETBACK AREA
2ftmin. (7 . i ground floor uso s a restaurant with utdoor
seatig) o 15 . befind ROW ine.

‘CONTEXTUAL INFILL

TRANSPARENCY (WINDOWS & DOORS)

1. Ground floor. Primary Street 50% min, Side
Street 30% min. Ground flor transparency is
measured between 2.and 121 above the

rontage with
less than 75 foet o frotage, and upon approval of the Planning
Direck

2. Upper floor. Min 20% {foorto floor.

GROUND FLOOR ELEVATION
For ground floorresidental uses, the
ground floor fnished elevation shell be a
minimum of 18 nches above the
adjacent sidewalk. There i no minimum
for ground foor nonresidentia uses.

MemphisShelby Coun e minimum sotback provided that e sructur s locaed witin

3 Amiimum of pane s

s measured on he basi of th four tructures surounding e

area shall alow
depth of atleast 8 . indows it o e

1
floor height of at last 14

2. Each upper

steet)

s sdcanyutf o g of sacks g s
maybe ciminaed o the

REQUIRED BUILDING FRONTAGE

Prinaryseet stes 100 . or mare nwidh) Th buding

fagad must be located within the setback rea fr a

minimum of 80% ofthe se

Prmary stee (s lss han 100 . nwicth). The buiing

fagado must be located within tho soback rea fr a

minimum of 70% ofthe s widh. Forstes under 100 1L in
i

BUIL

1. Afunctioning entrance, operable during normal
business hours, i fequired facing the primary
street An angled entrance may be provided at
ether comer o the buiding along the primary
sleetto meet s requiement

2. Abuiding located on two primary strets shall

ave either one entrance per frontage or provide

one angled entrance at the comer of the buiding

accommodste no more than a singl 20-1. access dve fora
ear garking aea.

Iotsshall meet al applicable inersection sight

3. Sidestret
Selback areafor  minimum o 40% o e st depth

SIDEIREAR SETBACKS

Abuting singe-family: 10 min. Abuting mulfamily

dental:0or 10 & min, Abuting alley: 5. min. Buiding

separation: 0 i

PARKING SETBACK

1 Pimany oo sk Mn O s RO i

2. Sidest

another siree, pedestian area or intemal parking
area are permited

3. Aminimum of 50% ofthe requied enrance shall
be transparent

4. Recessed entrances shall 0t exceed 31 in
depth and one loorn helght

BLANK WALL AREA

Min' . oetind ROW ine.
o sy oo iy i 101 Blank lengths of wal exceeding 25 fnear . are
g s p o hs et e kg T (36200
Tequiementshal nolrestit on-seet parkg
5. On sieet paring s reqied
Sty Count 3% @140

ig

PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT Uried Development Code

1200 EAaST 11TH STREET #107 | AusTin TX 78702 | INFO@CODE-STUDIO.COM | 512 478 2200

quality of development across the board, and
integrates street and streetscape design with

adjacent development.

Code Studio also tested the unified develop-
ment code during two public participation
charrette projects, creating area plans for
Broad Avenue (an urban infill area) and Fischer
Steel Road (a suburban area transitioning from
industrial to mixed use). Both projects tested
the provisions of the proposed code against

their respective plans.

For more information (and to view work prod-
ucts) visit the project website

www.memphis.code-studio.com

WWW.CODE-STUDIO.COM



